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MINUTES.
The Cli. L.MAN AssociAiio.N niL-i with Ebenexer Chiircli

on Thursday October 27ih, at lo o'clock, A. M.
A short devotional exercise was held, conducted by the

Moderator, after which ihe introductory sermon was preach-
ed by Rev. W. M. Smith.

Adjourned onelioiu for dinner.

The Association was called to order by the Moderator
at 1:30 o'clock, p. m.. Pra\ er by Elder C. A. Owen.

Appointed as Reading Clerks, Rev. W . T. Cobbs, A.

B. Speakman and C. A Owen.
Received and read the letters from the different church-

es, and enrolled delegates as follows:

Belhsaida, O. C. Caigle. W. R. Pnllen,N. H, Swafford.
Beech Grove—T. H. King, J. N. Hardeman. T. E.

Hays, Nathan Elliott

Bethlehem. West- H. D. Rainwater. M. B. Smith,
Charles Norman.
Hopewell—J. D. Small, B. S. Loveless. B. E. Jackson.
New Harmony— J. F. Noles, G. A. Miller, W. W. Noles.
Dnck River—J. S. Brown, R. J. Davis, C. Bice.

Welcom' —-John Nopp, T. P. Albrittain, vV. F. Nopp.
Center Hill—J. A. Giles. G. C. Giles. W. T. Whatley.
Cold Spring—T. M. Gorman, Holmes Willoughbv,

J. B.
Willoughby.

Sardis—G. S. Hancock,
J.

M. Leverett, Jeff. Grubs.
Emmeus—C. C. Cockran, W. H. Pettv, W. T. King.
Mt. Hope-W. R Roden, C. T. Fisher. A. L. Miller.

Pleasant Grove—J. Gurlev, J. Tavlor, W. T. Bottoms.
West Cullman—N. H. Mnrphree,'C. W. Whaley.
Harmony—W. H. Martin. L. B. .VicAfee.

Missionary Grove— W. J. Woods, W. N. Parker. D. S.

Johnson.
Concord— |. R. Tanner, G. D. Yeager.

J.
N. Philpot.

Corinth—E. L. Brake, S. W. Lanev. W . D. Smith.



Pilf^rim's Rest E. C. Biasw til. W. J. Jackson, W. T.
Miiipliy.

Ryan's deck—^T. A. Morrow, S. J. Calvnt, W. H.
Hunter.
Good Hopi'— R. J. Livinf^ston. J. M. I'liillips, W. A.

Taylor.

Ebenezer—J. G. Posey, W. S. Banks, W. iM . Britt,

Vellon Parker.

,. Flint Creek, C S. Couch,
J J

(iay, Peter Shikles,
J
K

Pope.
Simcoe—J D Lovelady, T F Hillman, G C Glasscock.
Bethany-^T- A Martin, W H Calvert, W E Freeman.
Etha^—J VV Gbodlett, W G Holmes, Pinknev Scruggs,

D H Howell.
New Home—N H Hafeel,

J
T Morgan, G W Noles.

Center Grove- E D Loyd, R H Spaiks, W H Oden.
El'Bethel—Lewis Owen.
Erion—W L McMnllin,

J
M Morgan.

On motion, reinstated Liberty Church in the Association

with the following delegates: S M Denson.H A Paris, T J
Denson. " '

Logan—A B Speakman, J B Flowers.
Called- for petitionarj' letters when the following was

received. New Hope—Thomas Edge, William Cofield.

The Association then went into the election of officers

which resulted as follows:

Moderator—Rev. R C Ledbetter.

Clerk-J D Small.

Treasurer—^B E Jackson.
Called for correspondence," when Bros. W T Cobb. J P

Scruggs and J E Weaver were received from the Mltssell

Shoals, J B Griggs from Clear Creek, Bros Howard, What-
ley and Bailey from Warrior River.

Appointed the following committees:
On Devotion—C W Whaley, W T Murphy, and Deacons

of Ebenezer church.
- 'On Finance—A B Speakman. J M Leverett, B S Love-
less.

On Colportage— A M Preston, J M Bottoms.] D Love-
lady.

On Nominations—W W Coggins, W J Jackson, "J H
Hillman.
On Indigent and Deceased Ministers—J- K P Byrnm, J

X Hardman, T J Denson.
On Orphan's Home—J H Harbison. W H Guthrie. B E

Jackson.
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On State of Religion—G W Braf<g, N Hasel, G C Glass-

cock,

The following coiiimittces were then appointed to report

next session:

On Ministerial Ediicali(jn — \\ .11. (iiitlnie, A. \j. Speak-
man, J.

H. Harbison.

On Temperance—J. r). lliliman,
J. T. Browu,

J.
I).

Tankersley.

On Missions-L. Mulims, A. M. Preston C. \V. Wha-
ley.

On Sunda\ Schools—W. Y. Brnidley, -1. 1. Meadows,

J.
M. Leverett.

The Association adjourned until g o'clock Sunday morn-
ing.

Sunday, g o'clock, a. m. —Association called to order by
Moderator—prayer by G. C. Whatley.
On motion, received Dr. W. B. Crunipton as correspond-

ent from the State Mission Board.
Called for the Sunday School report.

On motion the report was received and ably discussed

by Bro's Scruggs, Crunipton, Musgrove, Livingston, Guth-
rie, Harbison, and others: and, on motion, the report was
unanimousl}' adopted.

The Association then took a recess for preaching.

The Missionary sermon was preached at ii o'clock by
Bio. W. B. Crumpton from Exodus 12 and 6. After

preaching a sumptuous dinner was spread b\' the good sis-

ters.

At 2 o'clock, p. m., Bro. ^V. T. Cobb preached an able

sermon to a large audience from Titus 3rd and ist. The
body then took a recess until morning.

Monday morning, 8:30 o'olock.—Association called to

order by the Moderator—prayer by the moderator. The
regular order of business was taken up, and returned cor-

respondence, as follows: To the ^Mussel Shoals, C. A. Ow-
en, T. J. Weeks, L. ]\Iullins, B. E. Jackson. — To Sulphur
Springs: C. A. Owen, T. E. Hays, T. J. Weeks,—To the

Marshall: W. T. Murphv. Oliver Cagle, R. C. Ledbetter.
Warrior River: W A. Taylor, R. C. Ledbetter, C. A. Ow-
en, L. MuUins. Clear Creek: J. H. Freeman, J. H. Har-
bison, Sim Calvert. Gillum Springs: W'. H. Hasel, J. S.

Brown.
Appointed delegates to the State Convention as follows:

C. A. Owen,
J. H. Harbison, L. Mullms. T. J. Weeks,
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Oliver Cagle.

Elected as delegaies to the Suulhciii Uuplist Convention:

J. H. Harbison; L. Mullins, alternate.

Called for the report on Temperance— On motion it was
received and adopted.

Called for tlie report on missions:^— Report read, and af-

ter an able discussion, it was unanimonsly adopted.
Received and adopted report of Executive Committee.
A recess of 30 minutes was taken for dinner.

One o'clock, p. m.—Association called to order by tiie

moderator—prayer by Bro. Akers.
The moderator then appointed an Executive Commiitee

as follows: C. ^V . Whaley, J. K. Turner, W.W. Coggins, C.

Bice, VV. T. Murphy.
Received and adopted report on indigent and deceased

ministers. Adopted report on institute woik. Read and
adopted report on education. Adopted report on Orphan's
Home.
On motion that the contributions to the Orpnan's Home,

Missions, and all other contributions, be placed in the

hands of the Executive Committee, to be paid out by them,
where it belongs, was adopted.

Finance report adopted. Read and adopted report on
nominations. Adopted report on colportage work.
On motion changed the time of meeting of the Associa-

tion to Tuesday before the ^4th Sunday in October at 10

o'clock, a. m.
Read and adopted report on state of religion.

Appointed the first Fifth Sunday meeting at New Home
church. Second Fifth Sunday meeting at Hopewell.

—

The third at Mt. Hope church.

On motion that the word '-appoint" in the 6th article of

the constitution be stricken out and the AAord "elect" be
inserted.

Read and adopted Treasurer's report.

On motion the Association adjourned to meet with Pil-

grim's Rest church on Tuesday before the 4th Sunday in

October, igoi, at 10 o'clock, a.m.— Prayer by Bro. W. H.
Guthrie.

R. C. LEDBETTER, Moderator,
Walter, Ala.

John D. Small. Clerk,

Blountsville, Ala.



List of cliuiches and individuals who have ph-dged

themselves to try to raise the amount asked for by the State

Board for missionary purposes for the next year:

Concord (Church, fli^) ()<); Welcome, $2 50; Pil<rrinrs llcst,, $:> 00:

Missionary Grove,*;") 00; Duck Iliv(;r, $5 ou; Eriou, §2 •')(); p]tneus

prorata, share of $,'{ 50; p]l)(!ri(!/.cr, $5 00, paid; New Umue, $5,00:

Sirncoe, $2 50; West, Cullman, prorate, share; Ryan's Cr(;('k, $10;

New Hope, $2 50; CeriLer Hill, prorata sliare: Bethhthem, West,
$5 00; Harmony, prorata share; Lo^'an, $4 7.'^; Hopewell, prorata
share.— Hidiviciual (lontributions: Sister (J. J. P'reeman, $1 00,

paid; J. H. Freeman, $1 00, paid; (x. W. Hrati^;, 25c,. ]>d; 'Voui

Denson, $1 00: C. W. Wiialey, $1 00; .1. If. Harbison. $1 00: J. A.
Planning, $1 50, p'd; W. W. Co!,'j,'ins, $1 00; Oliver Cayle, $1 00.

REPORT ON SUNDAY SCHOOLS.
We, your Committee, beg leave to report the following: We find

from the letters that there are many cliurches that have no Sun-
day School. This is a, lamentable fact. We Hnd from the Scrip-
tures that when Christ was in tliis world he taught on the Sab-
bath day. Now, if it was Christ's cusioru to teach on tlie Sal)-

bath, ought we not to gather ti)e children together on the Sai3-

bath and teach them. Let us remember that Sol(;mon said
''bring up your children in the nurture and admr)nition of the
Lord."' We believe there is net better place to letlne and build
the character of our children thdii in the Sabbath School. We
hope and believe that the interest in the Sabbath School is in-

creasing. Dear Brothers and Sisters, let us arouse to the great
work of instructing the young; and further we urge everv eh urch
that has no school to start one at once. We furtlier urge that
every Sunday School send representatives to the Baptist Sunday
School Convention which meets on Saturday before the second
Sunday in Julv, 1901. Respectfully submitted,

C. W. W^HA LEY.
J. M. BOTTOMS.

Report on Missions—There has been so much said on
this subject we now think it time to act. We ffnd last year
we only gave a liitle over two cents a member. We are

now called upon to raise three hundred and fifty dollars for

the next year, which will only be seventeen and a half cents
per member. Your committee urges that we raise the
amount. Breteren, let us possess the land in the name of

Hmi who gave himself for us. Let us work and pray and
win this world for Jesus. If one can chase a thousand and
two put ten thousand tc flight, what great things the two
thousand members of the Cullman Baptist Association can
do for the salvation of this world. May God help us to go
forward in this great work and He will bless us in the effort

for He has said I will be with you always even unto the end
of the world, so let us go forward.

Respectfully submitted,

C. A. Owen.
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Report on Ministeiial Echication.—We your committee

would report as follows: 1 be two niost important lacts to

be considered in education are eyerxthing that we learn
forms a part of our knowledge and that a part of the august
command of the Savior was -'Go Teach all Nations." Ig-

norance, superstition, sin and prejudice cannot rule wlieie

religion and scientific education rejgns, Every profession
except the ministry recjuires its agents to attain a Certain

degree of efficiency before they enter upon their work, wliy

not the man of God, who speaks upon ihf iiio.st sublime
subject of earth, be most proficient in his preparaticns?

We must tolerate in practice, the theory of two-seedism,
"God do all man do nothing" or educate our ministry.

VVe would recommend that this association take a deeper
interest in this great work.

RespecifiiUy submitted.

Report on Orphans Home.— We, your committee, beg
leave to report that we are- glad to say that from the re-

ports from the various churches that the Orphans cause is

growing in our midst and we trust thq churches will remem-
ber the scripture which says, '.'visit the widow and or[)han

in their affliction," and cohtnbute n^ore liberally to this no-
ble institution, that our denomination has inaugurated and
set up for the care of their little ones.

Respectfully submitted,

J.
H. Harbison.

State of Religion. —We find that the state of religion in

some of our churches is good, some are -reasonablv good,
but sorne of the churches report no prayer -meeting or Sun-
day school. How can we expect to grow ih gi ace and in

the knowledge of the truth when we are living below our
privileges- as christians. We recommend" that our minis-

ters be rriore' zealous to instruct the people in the ways of

life and salvation. Respectfully submitted,
-

'

G. W. Bragg.

Report on J'emperance.—We,' jour committee, beg
leave to report that the question of Temperance should en-

gage our most profound thought, for we are taught in Holy
writ, that no drunkard shall inherit the kingdom of Heav-
en, and while we have no reason to doudt from observa-
tion that the ev.l of intemperance among church, members
is not as prevalent as in the past, still we yet see and hear
of professed followers of Jesus degrading themselves by



theexcessive use of strong drink. Now this ought not so

to be. Therefore we would enjoin on the churches com-
posing this association that they use every laudable means
to reclaim an erring brother, but when it is apparent that

they are joined to their idol, lliey slioiild be stnciiy discip-

lined, tluit the- cause of Christ suffer not.

KespfCltiiliy submitted,

J.
li. Harhisox.

Ministers Institnte Work.— Dear L)relhren, we would re-

porc that we held an Institute at Goodhope in February
last. It was conducted by brother J. G. Lowery and re-

sulted in a great blessing to all who attended it. An In-

stitute was organized in tiie bounds of the Cullman Associ-

ation and elected an executive committee asfoUov/s: J. H.

Harl)ison, C. A, Owen. J. E. Creal, W. H. Absherand J.

E. Weaver. We have arranged for another Institute to be
held in the near future at Hopewell, to be conducted by
brother J. C Ander.^on. Dear 'brethren, we commend to

vour prayerful consideration the importance of this work
and hope it wiR be continued uniil its bkssings may be re

alized byeVery christian of this association. Brethren, we
have a number or ministers in this association who need
help, whose opportunities are limited. We. your commit-
tee would fecommend that each chuich send a liberal con-

tribution to the Institute at Hopewell to help forward on
the much needed work. Respectfully stibmitted.

C A. Owen, Ch'm.

Report on Colporterage W^ork.— We,, your committee,
beg leave to report we have no Colporter and no funds to

put one in the field. There are no doubt families in our as-

sociation who have no Bible. Therefore, we recommend
ihat each church and minister look after their own destitu-

tion. Respectfully submitted,

J.
M. Bottoms.

Report of Committee on Nominations.—There being
three churches w^hich called for the association. We rec-

ommend that the next meeting of this bodv be held with
Pilgrims Rest Church and we further recommend that J..M.

Bottoms preach the Introductory Sermon, L. Midlins, al-

ternate: that J. H. Harbison preach the .Missionary Ser-

mon, R. C. Led better, alteanate.

Respectfully submitted,

W. W. COGGINS, Ch"m.



Report on Deceased Ministers.—We, your comniittee,

:ire thankful to report that our old ministers are cared for

and that God has spared the lives of all our ministers dur-

ing the past year, for which we feel thankful.

Respectfully submitted,

J. K. P. BvRUM, Ch'm.

Report of Executive Committee. — We, your committee,
on examining the Treasurers Report find a balance on
h nd of $31.20. We authorized treasurer to pay traveling

expenses of brother J. H. Harbison to the Southern Bap-
tist Convention and take liis leceipt for same and as he did

not attend the Convention we have check on hand.

J.
K. P. BvRUiM, Ch'm.

REPORT OF FINANCIAL COMMITTEE.
Stale Missions $18.50.

Home Missions ...l...;.. 10.00.

Foreitrn Missions .'....' 1'4.95.

Associational Missions .• ; ,.^. ,..u:...4.75.

Ministers Institute .50.

Orphans Home :..:......'. .:.;...,:...:..:'. 11.95.

Minutes , , 32.40.

Aged Ministers '. .' ;.... . 2.55.

Total S95!(Io.

Respectfully submitted,

A. IJ. SpEAKM^^•, Ch'm.

TREASURERS RP:P0RT,
Received of Financial Committee for:

State Missions .i •. S18.S0.

Home Missions 10.00.

Foreisrn Missions 14, Q.").

Indefinite or Associational ....,. ; 4.75.

Aged Ministers 2.55.

Ministers Institute r,. .'.... 50.

Orphans Home 15.48.

Public Collections : , 7.81.

Collections for State Board for 1901 9.75.

On hand from last report 31.20.

Minute Funds _ 32.40.

Total $147.89.

Paid out for printing and distributing minutes 1899..: .....-....;. 29.45.

Balance on hand S114.86.

B. E. J.^CKSON, Tkbasukek.

The following queries were discussed and answered at

the fifth Sunday meeting held with Beech Grove Church in

Jul}' last: "Has a church the right to exclude a minister

without calling a Presbytry?" Answer, "Yes.." "Should
every church have a regular prayer meeting?" AnsAver.

"Yes." Why do they not have them? Answer. "For
want of holy living." "Is the church teaching and prac-

ticing the same as in the days, of the apostles?" Answer,
"Yes." "If a Deacon has been excluded and then restor-

ed is it right to withhold his Deaconship?" Answer. "No."

J. T. Wkeks, Moderator:
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At the fifth Sunday meeting in September held with
Flint Creek church the following queries were answered:
"What business has Christ for his organic church?" answer.
"To evangelize the world." "What are the fundamental
principles upon which Christ's churches were set up?"
Not answered.

F. W. Kruski,, Modkrajor.

Resolution of Thanks—Resolved that the thanks of this

body be tenbered this church and the good people of this

community for their kindness during this session. Resolv-
ed further that the thanks of this body be tendered our
worthy Moderator, Clerk, Treasurer and other officers of

this body for efficient services..

Ordained Ministers.

A Adams, Hanceville. T J Weeks, Johnsons C'sing.

f E Hays, " W H McSwain, Cullman.
C A Owen, Glade. G L Brindley, Simcoe.
I J

Helms, Hanceville, L Mullins, Cullman.
W H Guthrie, Logan. C I Holloway, Logan.
R C Ledbetter. Waiter. H W Little, Clifty,

J M Bottoms. Logan. R M Presley, Cullman.
W M Smith, Bremen G W Bragg, Trimble.
J H Harbison, Bremen. P R Tennison, Holly Pond.
G J Moon, "

J H Freeman. Wheat.
A Mewbourn, Cullman. H D Rainwater, Crooked Cr'k.

P M Musgrove, " G W Chandler, Johnsons C'sg

J H Dunlap, Cullman. Ala.

Licentiates.

J T Brown, Walter. N D Mayo, Marshal.
G W Noles, Summit. G W Watts, Holly Pond.
N K Hasel " P M Bland, Glade.

W J Woods, Cullman. R A Qooker, Crooked Creek.
H Edwards, Hanceville. S L Butler. Cullman.

W S Linton, Glade, Ala.

Meetings of Associations,

Cullman, Tuesday before fourth Sunday in October at Pil-

grims Rest.

Mussel Shoals, Thursday before First Sunday in October.
Sulphur Springs, Friday before Second Sunday in October.
Marshal, Friday before Second Sunday in October.
Warrior River, Friday before Third Snnday in October.
Clear Creek, Friday before First Sunday in October.
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DECLARATION OF FAITH.

I. OK THE SCRIPTUUES.
V/'e bi'lit'vo that/ the Holy Hiblc was written by men divinely

inspired, anc is a perfect treasure ot' divine instrnction; tiiat it

lias (lod fjr its autlu»r, salvation for its end. and trntli, without
any mixture of error, for its maltei: that it reveals the princi-
ples by miich God will judj^c us: and, tiierefore, is and shall re-

main to the end of the world, the true center of christian union.
and the supreme standard l)y vvliich all liiiiiiati (•(indu(;t. creeds
and opinions should be tried.

II. OF THE TRUE Gol).

AVe believe there is me. and only one liviuK and true (»nd. an
infinite, intelligent Spirit, whose name is .lehovah. the Maker
and Supreme Ruler of Heaven and Eartii: inexpressibly glori-

"u-i in holiness, and worthy of all possilile honor, (•onfidence and
love. Tliat in the unity of tlie God head there are three; persons,
the Father, tlie Son, and the Holy (xhost : e(|uai in every Divine
perfection, aiid executinj^f distinct but harninnious orticu's in the
great work of redemption.

III. OF THE FALL OF MAN.
We believe that man was or ated in holiness, under the law

of i)is Maker, but by voluntary transgression fell from that holy
and happy state; in consequence of which all mankind are now
sinners, not by constraint, but choice: being bv nature utterly
void of that holiness required by tne law of God, positively in-

clined to evil, and. thefefore, under just condemnation to etei-

nal ruin, witliout defense or excuse.

IV. OF THE WAY OF SALVATION.

We believe the salvation of sinners is wholly of grace, through
the mediatorial offices of the Son of (xod, who bv the appoint-
ment of tlie Father freely took upon him our nature, yet with-
out sin; honored the divine law by his personal obedience, and
by his death made a full atonement for our sins; that having
risen from the dead, Pie is now enthroned in Heaven: and unit-
ing in his wonderful person the tenderest sympathies with Di-
vine perfections, he is everyway tiualiticd to be a suitable, a com-
passionate, and an all-sufficient Saviour.

V. Of Justification.

We believe that the great Gospel blessing which Christ secures
to such as belicA'e in him is Justitication that Justiticatioti in-

cludes the pardon of sin and th»' promise of etr^rnal life on the
principles of righteousness; that it is bestowed, not in Cf)risid-

eration of any works of righteousness which we have done, but
solely through faith in the Redeemer's blood: by virtue of which
faith his perfect righteousness is freely imputed to us of God —
that it brings us into a state of most blessed peace and favor
with God, and secures every other blessing needful for time and
eteunity.

VI. Of the Freeness of Salvation.

We believe that the blessings of salvation are made fi'ee to all

by the Gospel: that it is the imiiediate duty of all to accept
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tliern by ;i cordial, periiteiit. arirt obedient faitli; and that notli-

intr prevents the salvation fjftlie (fnsatcj.st sinner on ea'tl'i but
liis own inluM'ent depravity and voiiint.ary I'ejecloion ol' t Ik; k<"^-
|)el; wiiieli rejectt ion involves liitn in an af^iri'Hvatet'I c)nd(irnna-'
tioii.

VII. OfGf-acelnRe^eneratidn.

We l)elieve tliat irrord'T to be saved, sinners musr i)e re;,fdne-

rated. or born a^iiin: IJiat le^eneratioo coti>ists in ^ivinua holy'

disposition t(»tlie mind; tliat it is etl'eetiid in a uianner above
our coinpreiuMiHion by tlie power (if tlu; Holy Spii'it, in connec-
tion with Divine ttutii, so as to secure (uir voltintriry (ibedience
to tlie g ispei: and ti)at its jjroper evidence appeal's in tlie iioiy

fruits of repentance, and faith and hevvness of life.
"

VIII. OS Repentance and Faith.

We believe that llepeiitance and P'aith are sacred duties, and
also inseparable ^M'aces, wrought in our sojls by tbe regenerating
Spirit of God; wliereby being deeply convinced of rtur guilt,
danger and lielplessneivs. and of Llie way of salvation by Clirist,'

we turn to God v/ith unfeigned contritioci, coiifessior. and sun
plieation for mercy; at the same time henrtily receiving the Lord
Jesus (Jhrist as oiu' Prophet, Pi-iest and King, and relying on
Him alone as the only and all-sutTicient Saviour.

IX. Of God's Purpose of Grace.

We believe tli-it election is tlie eternal purpose of God, accord-
ing to wliicli he g-raciously regeneratesv sanctities and saves sin-
ners;vtliat being perfectly consi,sfentwitli the free agency of man
it coinpreliends all the means in connection with the end; that
it is a most gloi'ious display of God s sovereign goodness, being
iuHiiitelv free, wise, holy and unchantreable: that it utterly ex-
cludes boasting, and promotes humility, love, prayer, praise,
trnst in God, and active imitation of his free mercy; that it en-'

(U)urages the use of rneaus in the higliest degree; that it may be
ascertained by its effects in all who truly believed the gospel:
and that it is the foundation of Christian assurance; and that
to Ascertain it with regard to (»urselves demands and deserves
tlie ucmost diligence. . .

X. Of Sanctification.

We believe that Sanctification is the process by which, accord-
ing to tlie will of God, we aremade partakers of his holiness:
that it is a progressive work; that it is begun in regeneration,
and that it is carried on in the hearts of believers by the pres-
ence and power of tlie Holy Spirit, the Sealer and Comforter,' in
the continual use of the appointed means—especially the word
of God, sell-examination, self-denial, watchfulness aud prayer.

XI. Of the Periseverance of 3aiats.

We believe that such only are r';al believers as endure unto the
end; that their persevering attachment to i lirist is the grand
mark which distinguislies them from superfic al professors; tliat

a special Pj'ovidence watches over their welfare; and thev are
kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation.

XII. Of the Harmony o~f the Law and the Gospel.

We believe t lie law of God is the eternal and unchangeable,
rule of his moral government: that it is holy, just and good;
and that the inability whicli the scriptures ascriije to faUen men
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to fultill its prooepts arises entirely from the love (»r sin; to de-

liver tlieni t'loiii which, and Lo restort tiiein tliroufflj a Mediator
to unleij,MU'd obedience to the lioly Law is one ^reat end of the
Gospel, and nf tlie means of grace contiected witi' tlie establish-

ment'of tiie visible chnrch.
XIII. Of A Gospel Church.

We believe that a visible Chnrch of Christ is a conprefjation
of l)apti/ed believers, associated Ijy covenant in the faith and
fellowsiiip of the (Jospel; oljserving tlie ordinances of (Jhrist;

governed by his laws; and exer(;ising llie gifts, rights and privi-

leges invested in tiiem by his word; tiiat its onlv scriptural oiti-

cers are Mishops. or Pastors and Deacons, whose <iiialifi<"atinns.

claims and duties are defined in the Epistles to Timothy and
Titus.

XIV. Of Baptism and the Lord's Supper.

We believe that Christian Baptism is the immersion in water
of a believer into the name of the Blather, and Son. and Holy
Ghost; to sliow forth in a solemn and beautiful emljlem, our
faith in the crucified, buried and risen Saviour, with its effect

in our death to sin and resurrection to a new lite; that it is pre-

requisite to the privileges of a church relation, and Lo the Lord's
Supper, in which the members of the church by the sacred use
of bread and wine, are to commemorate together the dying love
of Christ, preceded always by tolemn examination.

XV. Of the Christian Sabbath.

We believe that the first day of tlie week is the Lord's day, or
Christian Sabbath, and is to be kept sacred to religious purposes
by abstaining from all secular labor and sinful recreations; by
the devout of observance of all tlie means (»f grac-e, both private
and public, and by preparation for that rest that remaiueth for

the people of God.
XVI. Of Civil Govkknmbnt.

We believe that Civil Government is of Divine appointment
for the interests and good order of human society, and that mag-
istrates are to be prayed for, conscienriously honored and obeyed,
except only in things opposed to the will of our Lord .JesusChrist,
who is the only Lord of the conscience, and the Prince of the
kings of the earth.

XVII. Ok the Righteoos and the wicked.

We believe that there is a radical and essential difference be-
tween the righteous and the wicked; that such only as through
faith are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and sanctitiea
bv the Spirit of our God, are truly righteous in his esteem;
while all such as continue in impenitence a. id unbelief, are in his

sight wicked and under the curse; and this distinction holds
among men both in and after death.

XVIII. Of the woki-d to come.

We believe that the end of this world is approaching; that at
the last day Christ will descend from Heaven and raise the dead
from the grave to final retribution: that a solemn separation
will then take place: that the wicked will be adjudged to endless
punishment, and the righteous to endless joy; and that this
judgment will fix forever the final state of men in Heaven or
Hell on principles of rightecusness.
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COINSTITUTION.

Art. 1. Tliis bofly shiill he kiiMun asilK- CULLMAN RA P-
TLST ASSOCIATION, and shall inccL annually at such time
and piace as the Associaticjii may appoint.

2. It shall be fiitnposiHl of the Bishops and three messengers
t'lom each church iri the .-\.ss()ciati(jn.

;i The objects of this Association ai'e to promote practi':;al

piety in ourchurclie;< to extend the Iledeemc^r's kin^dnm on earth,
to assist yoiiiiK ministers in preparing for the ministry, to pro-
vide for the supt)ort of worn-out ministrrs and the fatiiilies of
deceased ministers that need help.

4, An> Baptist cliurcii of our faith and order may, by a peti-

tionary letter and messengers, become a member of this A>s(jci-

ation by a unanimous vote of the body in session—the Moderator
giving the hand of fellowship to the njessengers.

5. That each church in this body will furnish its proportion-
ate part of the means for carrying out the objects of this Asso-
ciation> set forth in Article .3rd of this Constituticm.

(). This Association <hall at each session elect a Moderator,
Clerk, and Treasurer. The Moderator shall preside over the body
and keep order. The (."lei'k shall keep correct minutes of the
business done by the body. The Treasurer shall receive all mon-
eys put into Ills hands for Associational purposes, pay it out by
order of the Association and make annual report of the same.

7. This Association will withdraw fellowship from any church
that tails to discipline its members, if guilty of wicked and
disorderly conduct, or any other departure from the faith and
practice of the gospel.

S This Association shall appoint three quarterlv meetings
between the sessions of the .Association. 'J'hese meetings shall
be cfimposed of Bishops and Deacons in the Association, and any
members the churches may send. The design of these meeting.S-
is to promote unity in faith and practice, and the acquirement
of relitrious knowledge.

9. This Associatiou shall at each session appoinf one of her
Bishops to preach an introductory sermon, and another one to
preach a missionary sermon at the next session of the body.

ID. This Association, through its Executive Board, shall co-

operate with the State Mission Board and the Alabama State
Convention in supplying the destitution in our own bounds, or
elsewliere In this State.
IL This Ass(iciation adopts the articles of faith known as the

ISTew Hampshire Confession, found in Crowell's Church 3Iem-
ber"s Hand Book.

12. The Minutes of each session of this Association shall be
read, approved and signed by the Moderator and Clerk before the
Association adjourns.

13. This C(mstitution may be altered or amended at any ses-

sion of th's Association by an affirmative vote of two-thirds of
the members present.

I
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ORDER OF BUSINESS.
1. Devotional Exercise, Thirty Minutes.

2. Introductory Sermon. Adjourn One Hour.

3. Association Called to Order by Moderator, or Clerk
in the absence of the Moderator. Appoint two
Brethren as Reading Clerks.

4. Call for. Read Letters and Enroll Delegates.

5. Call for Petitionary Letters.

6. Election of Officers.

7. Appointment of necessar}' Committees.
8. Call for Correspondence,

g. Return Correspondence.
10. Call for Reports of Committees.
11. Appoint Time and Place of District Meeting.

12. Select Placefor next Annual Meeting of Association.

13. Miscellaneous Business.

14. Appointment of Standing Committees.

15. Adjourn.
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